
Transition Coordinator Contact

Katlyn Carpenter, M.Ed

610-825-4440

Ext. 3455

kcarpenter@martinlutherschool.org

Are you looking for information from a previous newsletter?

Are you looking for resources for post-secondary education, employment or independent living?

Use the link to access Martin Luther School's Transition Handbook.

This is an ongoing document to provide information to our students and their support team.

Martin Luther School

Martin Luther School - Transition Handbook by Katlyn Carpenter |

This newsletter was created with Smore, an online tool for creating

beautiful newsletters for educators, businesses and more

launch secure.smore.com

mailto:kcarpenter@martinlutherschool.org
https://secure.smore.com/n/0fdgn-martin-luther-school


What are Transition Services?

The support includes services available in post-secondary

education, employment, and independent living skills.

Starting at age 14

Services are identified that align with IEP goals

The student and the IEP team identifies strengths, needs, and interests

IEP team builds transition plans that align with future goals

9-12th grade

In the fall Transition Class will cover these topics and more:

Job Exploration and Groundwork

strengths, needs, interests, career research

Post Secondary Employment and education

goals, exploring options, exploring post secondary education,

IEP advocacy and understanding agency supports

Workplace Readiness

work maturity skills, resume writing, reading job postings, job

applications, and job interviewing

Independent Living Skills

budgeting, healthy living, self-advocacy

The Office of Vocational Rehabilitation will visit each class once per month to directly teach about

communication and soft skills

Once per month a representative for pre-employment transition

services from OVR joins the class to focus on job readiness skills.

Each student needs to have a Pre-ETS transition form filled out.

Please look for this document in your email from DocuSign!



8th-12th grade

This is a great resource for students and parents to keep track of

beneficial activities in the areas of post-secondary education,

employment and independent living.

The checklist is shared with students at their IEP meetings.

Planning for the Future Checklist

https://www.pealcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/PEAL-Transition-Checklist-Final_03.04.24.pdf


Graduation Requirements

MLS Graduation Requirements

21 credits total

4 English

3 Math

3 Science

3 Social Studies

1.5 physical education/wellness credits

6.5 Elective Credits

Pathway to Graduation (Act 158)

Act 158 in Pennsylvania is a state law that outlines five different pathways for high school students

to meet graduation requirements, essentially requiring them to demonstrate college or career

readiness by achieving proficiency on Keystone Exams or through alternative methods like

industry-based certifications or advanced placement courses, depending on the chosen pathway;

effectively moving beyond solely relying on standardized test scores for graduation.

Pathway Link

Grades and Attendance Matter!!!!

MLS students need to be in school 70% of the academic calendar days of each semester to earn

credit for the semester. They must pass the course with a 60% (D) or better.

https://www.philasd.org/collegeandcareer/graduationrequirements/#1707316956674-0be3aee3-420a


Federal Student Loan Information

Parents/Guardians of Seniors:

A link will be sent to senior students family members, guardians,

and parents for a virtual information session on 3/25/26 at 6:30

p.m.

Please see the following information that will be covered:

WHO FILLS OUT THE FAFSA?

FAFSA Checklist

This link has information on the Federal Student Loan Process

The application for the 2026-2027 school year opened on September 24, 2025, and the federal

deadline is June 30, 2027.

Please reach out if you have questions or need support

PHEAA Grants, Scholarships, and loans

College Visits

Reach out to me if you need support with specific college tours and visits. I will plan with students

to schedule open houses of their interests.

Working Papers

I am excited that I am getting contacted often about issuing

working papers!!

What you need to know:

I CAN support students looking for jobs, applying for jobs, and

practicing for interviews

I CAN support students with preparing working papers so they are ready to go be issued

I CAN give very specific directions about the process at the student's school district

I CANNOT issue working papers- that must be done by the residing district

Common Districts Directions:

Norristown School District

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tg5EZZwBHD6lP7g8HEX3Kqgkk1HLogPEq3yzjw8_BSU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JgoCziNzHyCFSgF_XU8ErG8XUJK61Wdnucs_r0ckHJE/edit?usp=sharing
https://studentaid.gov/articles/fafsa-for-parents/
https://www.pheaa.org/funding-opportunities/grow-pa-scholarship-grant-program
https://www.nasd.k12.pa.us/page/work-permit


Philadelphia School District

Upper Darby

Abington School District

Coatesville School District

Colonial School District

William Penn School District

Please continue to reach out for support!

Career Club

Hope PHL Career Club

Junior Barber Academy

https://www.philasd.org/cte/#workingpapers
https://upperdarbyhigh.upperdarbysd.org/forms-documents-policies/working-papers
https://www.abingtonsd.org/o/shs/page/working-papers
https://www.casdschools.org/o/caihs/documents/quick-links/application-for-working-papers/686747
https://www.colonialsd.org/parents/forms-and-documents
https://williampennsd.org/our-district/work-permit/


MLS is partnering with the Junior Barber Academy to run an 8 week program during Panther Time.

Student's are being encouraged to take this opportunity. There is also opportunity to sign up

outside of school (see below)

Free Barber & Cosmetology Class

Junior Barber Academy

Nonprofit organization

We are an organization focused on cultivating the next generation of barbers.

Next free class May 31st (Philly)

SIGN UP TODAY 👇🏿

3901 Main st, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19127

linktr.ee/juniorbarberacademy

https://l.instagram.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fjuniorbarberacademy%3Futm_source%3Dig%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3Dlink_in_bio%26fbclid%3DPAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnITaY9oHNtH9_gp6QYUNR98xcGZ5_6HZmBz5f6xsb6-99wGkSLwi67jwnT5k_aem_aqgSI4sATvuY7dmMHEA5NA&e=AT5zeuZUpecfRsxOGs20jr12oo0E5VMZ1LjOPEtj2pEnwUUfdrrXw8QwfVvNI-lBFAg9Qa-zwH9Xvg9uwSn2kIjC4--5dGgjKJJ58_knmg
https://l.instagram.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fjuniorbarberacademy%3Futm_source%3Dig%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3Dlink_in_bio%26fbclid%3DPAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnITaY9oHNtH9_gp6QYUNR98xcGZ5_6HZmBz5f6xsb6-99wGkSLwi67jwnT5k_aem_aqgSI4sATvuY7dmMHEA5NA&e=AT5zeuZUpecfRsxOGs20jr12oo0E5VMZ1LjOPEtj2pEnwUUfdrrXw8QwfVvNI-lBFAg9Qa-zwH9Xvg9uwSn2kIjC4--5dGgjKJJ58_knmg
https://www.threads.com/@juniorbarberacademy?xmt=AQF098Fb6PdQ4WLXu7ARueIPu-HAKtR8ygyEdKzeA8tFhSM
https://www.threads.com/@juniorbarberacademy?xmt=AQF098Fb6PdQ4WLXu7ARueIPu-HAKtR8ygyEdKzeA8tFhSM


West Philadelphia Zoo Scholars

Find information below:

Zoo Scholars

https://www.philadelphiazoo.org/west-philadelphia-zoo-scholars/


Mentoring Young Women in Construction

Find Info at this link:

Mentoring Young Women in Construction

https://www.nawicpf.org/mywic


Esperanza Health Center

Esperanza Health Center

https://esperanzahealth.com/opportunities/summer-medical-institute/


Teen Zone After School Program

Now Accepting Applications!

Calling ALL TEENS! Admissions are NOW OPEN for the North Light Teen After-School Program

2026!

FREE Tutoring

Creative Workshops

Cooking Classes

Community Service Hours

Summer 2026 Paid Internships

Extracurricular Activities

Monthly Incentives & Stipends

Sports & Fitness

Chill Hangout Lounge & Game Room

Get college-ready with us! Don’t miss out—join our community of growth and fun!













Youth and Adult Career & Opportunity Expo

Overview- Click link for Tickets

Careers, apprenticeships, resources & more — all in one room. Come connect, explore

opportunities, and invest in your future. Free to attend

Philadelphia is full of opportunity — and this event is your chance to find it.

Join us on Wednesday, May 13th from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM at the Sixth Man Center for a free

community career and resource expo designed to connect residents of all ages with the people,

programs, and pathways that can move their lives forward.

Whether you are actively job searching, exploring a career change, or simply trying to understand

what options are available to you, this event was built with you in mind.

On the floor, you will find employers who are actively hiring, apprenticeship and pre-apprenticeship

programs, workforce training and education providers, and community resources — all under one

roof and ready to engage.

This is an opportunity to see the full landscape of what Philadelphia has to offer right now and to

walk away with the knowledge, connections, and next steps to position yourself for what is ahead.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ulgp-x-pyb-youth-adult-career-opportunity-expo-tickets-1987358945103




Katlyn Carpenter
Katlyn is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters


